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Women's Trade Union League and the League of
Women Voters. All the same, she interested herself in
other' matters, and by the time her husband became
Governor of New York, the rather shy, retiring woman
had disappeared, and in her place there was the shrewd
politician and advocate of woman's rights so prominent
in American life to-day.

Franklin Roosevelt was twice elected Governor of
New York, in 1928 and again in 1930. He was a good
Governor. In all he did his first thoughts were how the
people at large might benefit most, and he was the
enemy of those great business combines which sought to
grow wealthy at the public expense. Thus, in dealing
with the question of electric power derived from the
River St. Lawrence, he set his face resolutely against
the ownership and control being in the hands of a
private company which might charge, what it liked for
the electricity and so fatten upon the people's needs.
Instead, he insisted that electrical energy derived from
natural resources was common property and should be
distributed to all people at the lowest possible cost. He
also did much to help agriculture, and encouraged the
improvement of country roads and the extension of
electricity and other modern conveniences to the farms.
Under Franklin Roosevelt, indeed, government became
more than a party affair. He saw it as something in
which all men, whatever their, views, should labour
together to the best of their ability for the public good,
and so successful was he in allaying party strife that
the Republican leaders, who in the usual way would
have been his most severe critics, unhesitatingly de-